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OVER EASY: A COMMITTMENT TO AGING AMERICANS 
INSERTS IN TAPE LIBRARY) 
A NEW NIGHTLY TELEVISION SERIES IS ATTRACTING AUDIENCES 
IN MANY PARTS OF THE UNITED STATES. IT IS CALLED "OVER EASY" 
AND IT'S A PROGRAM THAT HAS TAKEN THE LONG-AWAITED AND SOME- 
WHAT REVOLUTIONARY STEP OF BEING THE CHIEF MEDIA FORUM FOR 
AGING AMERICANS. HAS THE STORY FROM SAN 


FRANCISCO WHERE THE PROGRAM ORIGINATES. 


FOR YEARS THE UNITED STATES HAS ADVERTISED, MARKETED, AND SOLD 
THE VALUE AND ALL ENCOMPASSING WONDER OF BEING YOUNG. YOUTH 
WAS SAAD TO BE "NOT EVERYTHING, BUT THE ONLY THING!" TODAY, 
HOWEVER, THOSE WHO ARE NO LONGER YOUNG ARE BEING SEEN IN A 
MORE REALISTIC AND HUMANISTIC LIGHT. HUGH DOWNS, ONE OF 
AMERICA'S BEST KNOWN BROADCASTERS, IS THE 52 YEAR OLD HOST OF 
"OVER EASY," WHO APPRECIATES THE VALUES IN AGING SO LONG 
NEGLECTED OR TAKEN FOR GRANTED. IN ANSWER TO THE QUESTION, 


"WHAT ARE OLDER PEOPLE GOOD FOR," DOWNS REPLIED: 


"APE: CUT ONE -- DOWNS 


NARR: 


"IMPARTING THEIR WISDOM TO A SOCIETY THAT CAN WELL USE 
EXPERIENCE AND TECHNIQUES THAT HAVE BEEN DEVELOPED.... THEY 
ARE GOOD FOR INTERGENERATIONAL RELATIONSHIPS WHERE YOUNGER 
PEOPLE GET A BETTER PROSPECTIVE OF LIFE THAN IF THEY ARE ONLY 
EXPOSED TO THE CONTIGUOUS GENERATION OF THEIR PARENTS OR THEIR 
CHILDREN. THEY ARE GOOD ALSO FOR A VIEW OF OURSELVES AS 

HUMAN BEINGS THROUGHOUT A LIFE SPAN. WE ARE ALL CHILDREN, 

WE ARE ALL OLDER PEOPLE IF WE ARE LUCKY ENOUGH." 


AFTER THREE YEARS OF METICULOUS RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT, 
AFTER NUMEROUS BUDGETARY CONSIDERATIONS WITH “OVER EASY" 


FUNDERS: THE CORPORATION FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING AND THE 


FEDERAL GOVERNMENT'S ADMINISTRATION ON AGING, "OVER EASY" HAS 
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NARR: FINALLY LAUNCHED ITS PREMIER SEASON OF ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY 
CCONT'D) 
TOTALLY ORIGINAL PROGRAMS. 
THE SERIES' OBJECTIVES ARE IDENTIFIED BY SENIOR PRODUCER, 


JULES POWER. 


TAPE: CUT TWO -- POWER 
"OUR OBJECTIVES WHEN WE STARTED OUT, OUR COMMITMENT TO THE 
PROGRAM WAS NUMBER ONE, TO HELP CHANGE THE SELF ESTEEM OF 
OLDER PEOPLE; NUMBER TWO, TO HELP CHANGE EXTERNAL ATTITUDES 
OF AGING; NUMBER THREE, TO PROVIDE SOLID USEFUL INFORMATION 
THAT THE OLDER PERSON COULD USE IN HIS EVERYDAY LIFE." 

NARR: "OVER EASY" IS A DELIGHTFUL AND ENTERTAINING VARIETY SHOW 
THAT MOVES AMONG THE IMAGES, THE IDEAS, THE FEELINGS, THE 
PROBLEMS, THE JOYS AND THE ENVIRONMENTS OF AMERICA'S AGING. 
THERE ARE INTERVIEWS WITH FAMOUS PEOPLE AND ORDINARY PEOPLE, 
THERE IS MUSIC AND HUMOR, COOKING EVEN, AND "HOW TO" FEATURES 
-- ALL BUILT AROUND A SOLID STRUCTURE OF FUNDAMENTAL AND 


HELPFUL KNOWLEDGE FOR THE OLDER VIEWER. 


TAPE: CUT THREE -- POWER 


"AS FAR AS COPING IS CONCERNED, I THINK CERTAINLY IN ALL THE 
INFORMATIONAL SEGMENTS THAT WE HAVE HAD, WE'VE DONE BETTER 
THAN ANY OTHER MEDIA EFFORT THAT I HAVE EVER SEEN IN A MAJOR 
JOB OF PROVIDING USEFUL INFORMATION THAT THE VIEWER CAN THEN 
PUT INTO HIS DAILY LIFE." 


NARR: RESPONSE TO "OVER EASY" HAS BEEN FAVORABLE FROM OLD AND 


YOUNG VIEWERS ALIKE. AS ASSISTANT PROJECT DIRECTOR, GWEN 


DONCHIN EXPLAINS: 


TAPE: CUT FOUR -~- DONCHIN 


"I THINK IT'S BEEN VERY REWARDING BOTH PERSONALLY AND FROM 
A PROJECT POINT OF VIEW. THE OLDER PERSON SEEMS THOROUGHLY 
TO ENJOY THE SERIES, THERE IS NO QUESTION, AND INTERESTINGLY 
ENOUGH SO DO MANY YOUNGER PEOPLE. IT'S A VERY GOOD SHOW 
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TAPE: (CONT'D) 


THAT'S WHAT THE INTERESTING PART OF IT IS. I FIND THE 
RESPONSE TO PEOPLE WHO SERVE OTHERS IN A COMMUNITY ARE 
GRATEFUL BECAUSE THEY WANT TO KNOW WHERE THE OLDER PERSON 
IS_AND THE KIND OF SERVICE THEY NEED. /YOU SEE IT IN THE 


oO LETTERS FROM VIEWERS. WE'VE HAD THOUSANDS AND THOUSANDS 

OF LETTERS WHERE THEY VIEWERS ARE ASKING QUESTIONS ABOUT 
Pe HOW TO DO SOMETHING TO MAKE THEIR LIFE BETTER, HOW TO IMPROVE 
THINGS THEMSELVES OR HOW TO USE A SERVICE." / 


NARR: ONE POSSIBLE CRITICISM OF "OVER EASY" IS THAT THE PROGRAM 
IS TOO NARROW IN ITS FOCUS, THAT IT SEGREGATES THE OLDER 


VIEWER, SENIOR PRODUCER JULES POWER EXPLAINS HIS STRATEGY: 


TAPE: CUT FIVE -- POWER 


"WE ARE SEGREGATED AND AT LEAST FOR A YEAR OR TWO I WOULD LIKE 
TO STAY THAT WAY BECAUSE I FEEL THAT IN ANY SOCIAL CHANGE, A 
STRONG SENSE OF IDENTITY AND A STRONG SENSE OF UNITY AND A 
STRONG SENSE OF SELF WORTH IS NECESSARY BEFORE YOU CAN GET 

TO THE NEXT OR SECOND STAGE WHICH IS PERHAPS TOKEN INTEGRATIO?: 
AND THEN THE THIRD STAGE WHICH IS PERHAPS REAL INTEGRATION. 
AND JUST AS I FELT THAT SHOWS WITH A FEW BLACKS AND A LOT OF 
WHITES DION'T MAKE A HELL OF A LOT OF DIFFERENCE TO THE 
BLACKS, I DON'T THINK THAT A SHOW WHICH WOULD DEAL WITH A 
BROADER SPECTRUM OF PEOPLE WOULD BE AS INTERESTING OR AS 
SUPPORTIVE OF YOUR AUDIENCE AS ‘OVER EASY' IS. I HOPE WE GEi 
TO THE POINT WHERE WE DON'T NEED ‘OVER EASY', THAT WOULD BE 
THE MILLENNIUM. BUT RIGHT NOW J SAY 'YES BY GOD, WE ARE 
TALKING ABOUT YOU AND WE ARE TALKING FOR YOU.'" 


NARR: HUGH DOWNS SAYS HE ENJOYS HIS ROLE AS HOST OF "OVER EASY" AS 


HE EXPLAINS: 


TAPE: CUT SIX -~- DOWNS 
"IT THINK THAT THE REAL REASON THAT I LIKE BEING ON A PROGRAM 
LIKE THIS IS THAT IT OFFERS THE OPPORTUNITY TO HELP PEOPLE 
REALIZE THAT THEY CAN, BARRING ACCIDENT, THEY CAN EXPAND 
THEIR LIFE, HONE THEIR TECHNIQUES, FEEL BETTER, AND DO MORE 
ON AN ALMOST OPEN-ENDED BASIS..." 

NARR: HUGH DOWNS, HOST OF "OVER EASY,"-A NEW TELEVISION PROGRAM 
AIMED AT THE OLDER AMERICAN, 


#84 BML/YRV 


